
Animals have been found on either side of

the Atlantic Ocean. Scientists know the

animals could not have traveled across the

ocean.

i The presence of the same animal fosslls ln two

i locations that are currently far apart from each

i other suggest that in thê past the contlnents/

i areas with the fossils were once touching.

(Antarctica) suggest that this contlnent used

to be in a dlfferent locatlon on the earth-one

with a warmer cllmate closer to the equator.

i Also, the presence of Lystrosaurus fosslls ln

i locations with currently cold climates

Fossils from a green fern have been found in

South America, lndia, Africa, Australia,

Antarctica, and Madagascar. The climate

where these trees once thrived was rela-

tively tem perate, scientists th ink.

i f inAing the same fossils in several locations

i on Earth, which are now separated by

i o.ernt, suggest that in the past the conti-

i nents/areas where the Glossopertis fossils

i have been found were touching. lt is unlikely

i that tf'e leaves could have traveled such long

distances over large bodies of water.

i The presence of past glaciers in areas that

Valleys that were carved by glaciers in the

past have been found in very arid places

such as Africa,

i are currently arid suggest that the present

i locations ofthe continents has not been

i constant. ln other words, the continents are

i currently in different locations from where

i they were about 300 million years ago,

South America and Africa appear to fit

together like a puzzle. ln addition, North

America seems to fit into the bulge of

northwest Africa,

i The puzzle-like fit of the continents were

i used as evidence to suggest that in the past

i the continents were Joined into one

i supercontinent,

The rock sequences of South America

perfectly match the rock sequences of Africa,

even though there is currently a large ocean

between these two continents,

j The exact same rock sequences found along

i these two coastlines that are now separated

i bythe Atlantic ocean suggest that in the

i past, the two continents were together,

Plants are needed to form coal. Coal

deposits have been discovered in Antarctica,

where plants are not typically found.

ln addition, animal fossils that could never

llve in the current Antarctic climate have

been found there,

i The presence of coal deposlts, and therefore

i evidence of past plant life in Antarctica,

i suggests that the climate of this region was

j much warmer in the past than lt is today.

i The animal fossils in Antarctica led scientlsts

i to ttre same conclusion. The climate was

j tikely different because the locatlon of the

i Antarctic continent has changed over Earth's

i t'.tirtory, suggesting movement of continents,
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